CHILDREN & ONLINE GAMES (A NOSEY PARENT IS A LOVING PARENT (-:)
Let your child read these important tips to you on how to stay safe when playing online games.  After each tip, talk to each other about why this is important.  
> When communicating with people I have only met online, such as in an online game in cyberspace or when using an application installed on my mobile phone that allows me to communicate, I will always do my best to leave out personal information.
> I will never go and meet people I have met online in the physical world, unless a parent or adult is present. I will NEVER break this rule. It is non-negotiable.
> When playing online games that require images, I will use an avatar (or mask) and create an internet name. The name will not be my real name and it will be consistent with the values of 
my family. When possible, I will make my profile private.
> I will never ignore my gut feelings. If something bothers me when communicating with someone online, I will talk to an adult I trust.
> When I use any form of digital communication, I will learn how to use functions and security settings to help keep myself and others safe. I will take the time to demonstrate to my parents that I can do this.
> I will only use online games, chatrooms, visit websites and install applications on my devices that are consistent with my family values.
> If anybody online talks to me and tries to pressure me for personal information, I will stop communicating with them and take control of the situation. I will tell an adult I trust what 
has happened.
> I will never accept a gift from a stranger online or offline. Paedophiles sometimes send gifts to children as part of the ‘grooming’ process. The game itself may also include the ability purchase items within the game. Paedophiles have been known to buy items related to the game for other players as part of the grooming process. I will inform my parents or an adult I trust without delay if this ever happened to me.
> If a person asks me to keep a secret, I will remember that this is a warning sign I could be in danger. Paedophiles rely on secrecy and don’t want children to talk to adults they trust about them.
> When I’m on the internet, I will not follow links or leave one online location and follow a person to another location. For example, if I am playing an online game and someone asks me to go to another chatroom or asks to talk on Skype or a similar video-streaming platform, this is a warning sign and I will stop communicating and talk to an adult I trust.
> Inappropriate talk or images. Sometimes Paedophiles will try to initiate a conversation with a young person online that has a sexual theme and it feels awkward, embarrassing or just strange. They should never tolerate this; they should go and talk to a trusted adult about this. It could be hard to talk to parents about this so they you could talk to a teacher, a guidance councillor or even a police officer, just to get somebody else’s opinion on it.
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> We should block, delete and or report people that make us feel uncomfortable, threaten or try to make us say or do things we don’t want to. 
> Children should not answer questions that don’t relate to the game they are playing. 
Personal information needs to remain personal.
> Young children should be closely motored at all times when online. The device should be in a place were other older family members can keep an eye on them.
> Even if a young person has made a mistake and done something, they shouldn’t have it’s never too late to tell an adult they trust. Even adults make mistakes. The most important thing is that the child tells an adult they trust so they can get them the help they need. Also, parents need to remain calm if the child tells them about something they have done. When parents overreact, it makes it harder for the child to tell them about things in the future.

> When parents are actively involved in their child’s use of information communication technology it demonstrates to the child that they are loved.
> When parents want to know who their children are talking to online it shows how much they 
are loved. A NOSEY PARENT IS A LOVING PARENT (-:

For more information about this topic follow John Parsons on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/johnparsonsS2E
If you would like to purchase John’s book KEEPING YOUR CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE
contact John directly via Facebook or email the office: citizen21@outlook.co.nz

Important information
Call 111 in emergencies. If you can’t decide whether it’s a real emergency and you’re still worried, call 111 and ask the Police. They will help you work out what to do.
You could also contact www.netsafe.org.nz if you have concerns about your child’s use of Information Communication Technology. Sometimes a chat on the phone with an expert is all it requires to solve a problem or relieve a concern.
